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cement-lined recesses of primitive design, similar to the Arab type, but of worse workmanship.
These are minor drawbacks, for, after all, each house stands in a pleasant garden, overhung, perhaps, with ruddy pomegranate and tall rose-bushes bearing blooms of pink, or white, or cream. Maybe the utilitarian zeal of the market gardener who runs the place is a bit overdone, and it is difficult to get about among his cabbages and tomatoes, as paths are not considered necessary. But the greater point is that you do not have to run the garden yourself, and yet can enjoy its produce and proximity.
Each garden is watered from a well within the grounds, on a system that has prevailed in Yamen for many centuries. Tall brick or stone pillars support an axle across the well, which carries a big wooden pulley-wheel. Over ^this runs the well-cord, at one end of which is the bucket—usually an entire bullock-hide, with the head, tail and legs cut off—and at the other end a sober-minded camel or a hump-backed zebu. A c tripping-line' is also attached to the bottom of the hide bucket. This runs over a revolving twooden bar at the mouth of the well, to the saddle or yoke of the animal, which spends most of its waking hours walking up or down an inclined ramp of earth, of a length proportioned to the distance of the water from the surface. The ramp slopes down from the well, in order to assist the animal in pulling up a full bucket. The attendant stands at the well-curb, by the side of his patient beast, with hand and stick raised above his head, while he sings a few bars of an old-world song in a minor key, until the bucket fills below. Then whack! comes the stick—if the intelligent animal has not already started down the ramp

